
 
 

 
Calypso 

          was a song written and recorded by John Denver in 1975. This was his tribute to the  famous 

research vessel and her crew. Denver was planning a fall TV special about Jacques-Yves Cousteau 

and his famous ship and paid them a visit in the summer of that year. Calypso was doing research 

near the Great Barrier Reef off the coast of Belize.  Here John Denver tells his story and sings 

“Calypso”. 

                                                                  

 

On January 8, 1996, a barge accidentally rammed Calypso and sank her in the Port of Singapore. On 

January 16, she was raised by a 230 ft. crane and patched and pumped dry. Later she was towed to 

La Rochelle, France for repairs. 

                                     

                                           Calypso awaits repairs in the shipyard at La Rochelle                                                           

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEETL5KcJ10


 Calypso, after years of neglect, is now in process of being restored. The goal of the Cousteau 

Society will be to “further the Captain’s mission. Calypso will not stay in one place. She will be an 

Ambassador for the Environment. Wherever she is invited, there she will go”. 

                

                                                   Being refitted at  Piriou Shipyard in Brittany, France 

Ironically, both Jacques Cousteau ( June 11 ) and John Denver ( October 12 ) died in 1997 after 

Calypso had sank and was awaiting her fate. 

On the evening of February 4, 1975 a few weeks prior to John Denver’s arrival Calypso crewman Ron 

Ristad, WB2PSC made a Ham Radio QSO contact with W6DLX in Los Gatos, CA. His QSL Card is 

part of my “QSL Cards from the Past” Collection.  

               

                         A full size scan of the WB2PSC QSL Card from Calypso can be seen in the W2 Scans section.  

You can contribute to the Cousteau Society and support their efforts to continue the history of 

Calypso as a symbol of the legacy of Captain Cousteau.  
                Click here to make a donation.                                                     Read more about the restoration » 
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https://athletesfoot.windborne.net/cgi-bin/cs/cs_donations_membership.cgi?
http://www.cousteau.org/calypso.html

