heworldtoday doesn’t know much about

Thor Heyerdahl 1914-2002 or the
voyage of the Kon-Tiki L12B in 1947. Itis
a fascinating subject and of course amateur
radio led to safety of life and limb. The
balsawood raft Kon-Tiki was built asacopy
of a prehistoric South American vessd.

Constructed of ninebalsalogscollected from
Equador, a crew of six men sailed the raft
from Calloin Peruthe 28" of April 1947 and
landed on the island of Raroiain Polynesia
after 101 days. This successful voyage of
4300 miles proved that the idands in
Polynesia were within the range of thistype

of prehistoric S.American vessel. A documentary of the voyage won a Oscar in 1951 and the book about
the expedition has been trandlated into no fewer than 66 languages.

L12B had an accident where they grounded on an uninhabited island after getting soaked in the shipwreck
the shipsNational NC-173 receiver had serious problems. Heyerdahl describesthe NC-173 slowly drying
out after getting soaked in the shipwreck. “ Coils and radio parts lay drying in the topical sun on aslab of
coral, they had to be onthe air at 10 PM.” They gradually managed to send an “all well, all well” to their
ham contactsto avoid amassiverescue attempt. The sending was accomplished withaWW?2 British Mark
Il spy transmitter. Their bands of operation were 40 twenty ten and six meters at ten watts input.

Thor Heyerdahl passed away quietly at his home in Italy April 2002 at age of 87. As one of the most
famous Norwegians ever, he accomplished many different thingsin hislife, but his name will always be

intimately tied to the Kon-Tiki voyage and
the archaeol ogical investigations on Easter
Isand (Rapa Nui) and East Polynesia.
There were move voyages in the future.

They found out the National receiver
would work properly with much less B
plus plate voltage and could keep the
consumption to around 1lma. saving
batteries. | have a few Nationas in my
collection and can vouchthey’ rewel| built!
QSL viaF6BLK dot com.

Christmas day 2009, Knut Haugland, the
last surviving crew member expired at age
92. The 101 day voyage was findly
completed by all. Partially scripted
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VAT7ST.ca*Up date 2012, we purchased the DVD of the 1947 marvel and enjoyed it immensely.
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